A histopathologic study of localized portal hypertension as a consequence of chronic pancreatitis.
To evaluate the mechanism of localized portal hypertension associated with stenosis or obstruction of the splenic vein in chronic alcoholic pancreatitis. Surgical and autopsy specimens from 12 patients with clinically diagnosed chronic alcoholic pancreatitis were examined histopathologically. Autopsy specimens of 10 normal pancreases served as control tissues. In tissues from 11 of the 12 patients with chronic-alcoholic pancreatitis, fibrosis in the pancreatic parenchyma continuously extended to the wall of the splenic vein; organized thrombus formation with recanalization was found in five patients, phlebosclerosis in four, and no changes were found in two. In two of the five patients with organized thrombus formation in the splenic vein, localized portal hypertension had been clinically diagnosed because of splenomegaly and varicose veins in the fundus of the stomach, but it was not accompanied by liver cirrhosis. In the control tissues, fibrosis was not observed in the peripancreatic tissue or the area surrounding the wall of the splenic vein. We regard localized portal hypertension due to stenosis or obstruction of the splenic vein as one of the consequences of peripancreatic fibrosis in chronic alcoholic pancreatitis.